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Bringing to life one of America's most beloved and influential presidents, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Ed Asner starring as FDRfpcuses primarily on the political
figure's battle with polio and reveals the humanity and grace of the man who led
the country through some of its most difficult times, including the Great
Depression and World War II. Ed Asner starring as FDR is based on the play
Sunrise at Campobello by Dore Schary, which was originally produced on
Broadway by the Theatre Guild and ran 556 performances — one of the longest
running plays of all time.
Dramaturg
Allan Williams
Production Stage Manager
Ron Nash
Ed Asner starring as FDR
is performed in one Act without Intermission
The Theater Guild, which produced the original version of FDR in 1958, called Sunrise at Campobello,
was formed in 1919 by Theresa Helburn, Lawrence Langner, and Armina Marshall. The stars of the
Theatre Guild included Katherine Hepburn, Jane Fonda, Paul Newman, Joanne Woodward, Burt
Lancaster, Peter Ustinov, Uta Hagan, Hume Cronin, Jessica Tandy, Eli Wallach, and Anne Jackson-
honored by the legacy of Lunt and Fontanne, Ina Clarie, Alfred Drake, Judy Holiday, Lillian Gish, John
Guilgud, Helen Hayes, Walter Mathau, and so many more. The Theatre Guild was engaged by the State
Department under President John F. Kennedy to assemble a U.S. Theatre company to tour the capitols
of Europe and South America. This company, headed by Helen Hayes, performed in some 25 world
capitals, and presenting the works of three of America's finest playwrights: Tennessee Williams, Thornton
Wilder, and William Gibson. The Theatre Guild also produced William Gibson's Golda, starting Anne
Bancroft. In 1968, The Theatre Guild entered the travel field—taking 25 of its subscribers to European
capitols to see plays. The last Broadway play produced by The Theatre Guild was Rodgers &
Hammerstein's State Fairm 1996.
Gero Productions has presented 37 plays in New York City and London's West End, including Are You
Now or Have You EverBeen, Extremities, The Miss Firecracker Contest, Oleanna, The Last Yankee, Our
Country's Good, Sophisticated Ladies, ChittyChitty Bang Bang, and A Steady Rain. Mr. Gero and his
son Jono also present Play Dead by Teller of Penn and Teller at the Players Theatre in New York City.
Campobello Theatre Productions is a theatrical producing organization that has been licensed by the
heirs of Dore Schary to present FDR throughout The United States.
Ed Asner* (Franklin Delano Roosevelt)
Versatile, committed, eloquent and talented are all adjectives that
describe actor/activist Edward Asner. Perhaps best known for his comedic and
dramatic crossover as the gruff but soft-hearted journalist Lou Grant, the role
he originated on the landmark TV news room comedy The Mary Tyler Moore
Show and continued in the newspaperset drama Lou Grant, which earned him
five Emmys and three Golden Globe Awards. Asner received two more Emmy
and Golden Globe Awards for the mini-series Rich Man, Poor Man and Roots.
His prolific and much honored acting career demonstrates a consummate ability
to transcend the line between comedy and drama. One of the most honored
actors in the history of television; Edward Asner has been the recipient of seven
Emmy Awards and 16 nominations, as well as five Golden Globe Awards and
served as National President of the Screen Actors Guild for two terms. He was
inducted into the TV Academy Hall of Fame in 1996. Asner received the Ralph
Morgan Award from the Screen Actors Guild in 2000, presented periodically for
distinguished service to the Guild's Hollywood membership. In March 2002, he
was again honored by The Guild as the 38th recipient of the prestigious Life
Achievement Award for career achievement and humanitarian accomplishment,
presented annually to an actor who fosters the highest ideals of the profession.
In addition to his professional versatility, Edward Asner has consistently served
and committed himself to the rights of the working performer in addition to
advocating for human rights, world peace, environmental preservation and political
freedom. A passionate and informed spokesperson for the causes he supports,
Asner is a frequent speaker on labor issues and a particular ally for the acting
industry's older artists. Some of the many honors he has received throughout
his career include the Anne Frank Human Rights Award, The Eugene Debs
Award, Organized Labor Publications Humanitarian Award, ACLU's Worker's
Right's Committee Award and the National Emergency Civil Liberties Award.
Edward Asner has more than 100 TV credits, which include starring in the
series Off the Rack, The Bronx Zoo and Thunder Alley. Numerous guest
appearances include roles in Curb Your Enthusiasm, ER, Arliss, The Practice
and a recurring role on Studio 60 On The Sunset Strip. Besides commercials
and numerous books on tape, he has lent his voice to popular cartoon shows
such as The Simpsons, Spiderman and Boondocks. Asner's dozens of motion
pictures include They Call Me Mister Tibbs!, Fort Apache the Bronx, JFK, and
the European production of Giovanni XXIII - the highest rated television mini-
series in the history of Italian TV as well as the box office hit, Elf with Will Farrell
and James Caan. Asner has done several Hallmark movies and was nominated
for another Emmy for The Christmas Card. Most recently he co-starred in the
feature film Gigantic with John Goodman, Zooey Deschanel and Jane Alexander;
as well as his Emmy nominated guest appearance on CS/X/vYand currently is
the lead voice of Carl Fredricksen in Pixar's 2009 boxoffice-hit UP! Filming for
CBC's Christmas Dreams has been completed and will air later this year.
DoreSchary (1905-1980)
Noted director, screenwriter and producer, Dore Senary began his
Hollywood career when Columbia Pictures hired him as a screenwriter in 1932.
After leaving Columbia the following year, he became a very successful freelance
writer, including winning an Academy Award for his screenplay for Boys Town. He
was hired by MGM studios, eventually becoming its production chief. After 20
years of working at MGM, Senary left but continued writing, directing, and producing,
focusing much of his attention on the life of his personal hero, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Schary wrote Sunrise at Campobello, a play about FDR's early struggle
with polio, which he produced for the screen the following year. It was originally
produced by the Theatre Guild and ran for 556 performances on Broadway, making
it one of the longest running plays of all time. Schary continued his political work in
New York, serving as national chair of the Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B'rith
from 1963 to 1969 and as commissioner of cultural affairs in Mayor John Lindsay's
administration. To honor his memory, the Anti-Defamation League established
the Dore Schary Awards in 1982.
Ron Nash*
(Production Supervisor/ Production Stage Manager)
Ron Nash lists among his directorial credits Doubt, Song of Singapore,
Love Letters, Shirley Valentine, and The Apple Tree, all starring Loretta Swit, The
Wiz starring Peabo Bryson and Grace Jones, Murder Among Friends starring
Lana Turner, Tammy Grimes, and Arlene Dahl, Janus, starring Joan Fontaine,
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas starring Stella Parton, Under Milkwood starring
Judith Light, and national tours of Dreamgirls and Raisin, among others. Mr.
Nash supervised the thirteen year Broadway run of Oh! Calcutta!, which ranks as
the fifth longest running musical in Broadway history, as well as directed and
supervised productions in Tokyo, Oslo, Tel Aviv, Milan, Buenos Aires, Caracas,
Rio de Janeiro and Toronto. Mr. Nash ahs been a production stage manager on
Broadway for many years, as well as with the New York Shakespeare Festival at
the Delacorte in Central Park, The Joseph Papp Public Theatre, Arena Stage,
Hartford Stage, and the Coconut Grove Playhouse, among others. Since 1990
Mr. Nash has supervised the Theatre Guild's Theatre At Sea cruises to the
Mediterranean, the Amazon, the Baltic, the Black Sea, and to Alaska with celebrities
such as Alan Arkin, Lucy Arnaz, Brian Bedford, Ed Asner, Zoe Caldwell, Carol
Channing, John Davidson, Helen Hayes, Anne Jackson, Shirley Jones, Judy Kaye,
Carol Lawrence, Patricia Neal, Jerry Orbach, Leroy Reams, Lynn Redghrave,
Cliff Robertson, Gena Rowlands, Jean Stapleton, Eli Wallach, and Susannah
York, among many others. Mr. Nash is also the Artistic Director of the Forestburgh
Playhouse, a summer theatre in the Catskills in upstate New York (fbplayhouse.com)
Mr. Nash holds an MFA in Directing from Carnegie Mellon University.
r asterisk indicates a member of Actor's Equity Association. ACTORS
